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THECONCEPTUAl. FRAME

Civifumregimeshavealwaysconfrontedthe'bhallengeof masteringdie mililVy
and compelling it to servethe dulyconstitutedauthorities. Liberal democrnticilhoorr 1..'1l\

, particularputsa premiumon'establishingthelimitations ofmilitllryrolesinsocieay<mlll Eile
effectivesupell'Visi(J'l\ofdlemilitarybycivilianoffrcialsandlagCllcies. '
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A ClOSERLOOKINTOTHEMIUTARYCADRE:
THE PMA CADEtS (1951-1991) .

There is reason10believethat theyoungmenwoo eventuallyenteredthemilitary
and constitutedits coreofficershad stronginterestsin politicaldynamicsevenbeforethey
entea'lidthemilitary. It seemsprobablealso thattheirexperiencein themilitary,oo!hnll ¢lie
il'i..eld as wei! as mthe militarytraininginstitutesdid not materiallysubdue theirpolitiCllli
ilInterestso A!ogical fccusofpoliticlzationstudiesis thePhilippine.MilitaryJ\l:ademy,whose
graduatesdisproponiOlilltely representthe highestechelonsof ihoseaccusedofconspiring
and pa;rtn~jpating in coupsagainstthe civiliangovernment The recruitsinoothismilitary



.f\.nCJlgoingsludyofl.lJose whoeeteredthePhilippineMilitaryAca.demytTrom n941
flO~981 (C~es 1951 to 1991?re~ a recruinnent trend of pdets coming llinom
SOClOOCOlIOIDlcallybener-offfamihes,Suty-onepercentof'thefathersand 54%of me mnelh­
ersof respoadiegcadetsarecollegegraduates.Anolher10to 14%reportIJlllre!1IIS whoiliad!
someyearsofcollege. Thesefigurescomparefavorably to theIIIlUiorrial averageoCEess ilian
nO% of dieadultpopulationwithcone~e degrees.
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It filly also benotedthatof thosecadetswholOOk theNOm,. 83% I[IaSSC(i witha

One morething commandsattention:the militarybackgroubdof me familiesto
whichthe cadets bekmg, Forty-threepercentof IhecadetshaverelativesAn the mililary..
NlIclearfamilymembers(jatherl22%].brOlher{6%])accountfor28%:percentormerethan
l1&foflltosecases. AnothernO% of thecadetsacknowledge havinganunclem me military.
Ternpescentof !he cadets ilaveat least two close militaryrelatives.ifhese figerescould
suggestthe firmingupofa militaryelitein litecountry,wherecoremembership is likelyto



Youngmenwithfamilyand educationalbackgrounds citedaboveareutotgoing!lO
bemucinintimidatedbytheprospectsof'meetingandcollaboratingwithcivilianpoliticians,
llbor by the possibiiityof wieldingpoliticalinfluenceandeven outrightpowershouldlhe
occasionpresentitself. Abetterthanaveragesocio-eccnomic statusmarkscadetswoo have
a higherprobabilityof havingmet influentialpoliticalfiguresevenbeforetheyenteredme
militaryacademy,'ofhavingattendedprestigiouscollegesariduniversideswhcreoutspoken- ,
llIessllIIdllClivism wereintegralparts oflheeffectiveinformalcurricula,andtIlustlleseCiWeIS
mightbeexpectedtochafemoreat traditionalmilitaryvaluesofunquestioningandautomatic
cbedience, lIf theyremainedquiet as IheyabsorbedtheiracademyIessonsand!sufferedtthe
ritualsofacademyJlife, theirsilencecouldhavebeea lessofsubmission10 militaryllradlitioll
~dmoreof a pragmaticcalculationthat, in duetime,\heywouldthemselvesbethe senior
managersof themilitaryestiblishment Form:mycadetsandofficersin ilielJllliiilary, waiting
is acknowledgedto bea particularlyeffectivetacticaloption.,AtlimesIbist:«:!icis el!.evlllelll
to Ilhelevelevenofgrandstrategy,(indeedsomeofourprominentmilitaryleaderswilhfairly
long-term~litical objectivesappearto bedevoleesof stralegicwailing.)

'TheIncreasing' politicizationof tlJenationin thelas¢fourdecadesmeanstthataile
militaryilladl norecoursebuttorecruitfroma poolofyouthfulc)tizenswhosepoliticalvalues
iIIldineddiemto politicalactivismandintervention.Sinceith~. militarydidnothaveappro­
priatemechanismsforeradicating,or at leastsignificantlytransforming, Llllese values,!they ,
persistedand were reflectedin orientationswhichwere dissonantto ItI'ltditionai military
outlooks. '

It wasnotonlythePhilippineMilitaryAcademythatwas vulnerableaopoliticized •
recruitment.Recruitmentviatheintegreeroute.tharistosayeitheradirectregularcrreserve
commissionformilitaryofficerswhodidnotgo throughthePMA,similarly.suffered from
havingto relyon poolof politicizedcandidates.WhendiemilitaryhadIDbeexpandedfast
in !theearly 1970sto meettheexigenciesof martialruleand ihe.secessionist MNLF.it !lad
to take the risk or integratingillto the military II large number of people IDwhom
constimtionalismwas110morethan II formaldoctrine.

Today,forceswhichinthelastdecadeshavecontributedtodevelopinglllpoliticnzoo
nationas wellas its militarycontinue10operate. The authoritiesand civiliansin genera!
mmticallyseek mechanismsfor reversinga mind-setfavoringinterventionism in political '
lIffairsi>yihemilitary.Itfsproblematkwhethermilitarymencoul4everregainnlleirJPOlitical
innocenceand oncemorebe confined10theextremelylimitedworldof thebarracks. It is



also debalablewhether,evenif iIleycouldbesoconfined.ihereas wisl!nmTIn maintainingIII
polilis;ally naivemilitary,one whichcannotdiscern theliiffel'e!lCe betweenailePolitically
gooliandthatwhichis politicallyevillindthuscannotactexcept10besupportiveofanycur-
rentlyJl'Ievailing regime. ,

Forsomemilitarymen.thereappearstoilealreadyanagonizingsearchCorm more
respoasibleformulationof constitutionalism beyond the1egallU!d mechanicalconceptcf
unqualifiedloyaltyto the"dulyconstnutedauthorities."lIna grosslyIlJOliticized polity such
asmodemsocietieshavebecome,anyunqaalitiedconcepuon ofanypoliticalprinciplewili
eiIlcollilltel'nomore!hanritllalisticllupport. ("Freedom,""liberty,~ "democracy,""author­
ity," "nationalism"and even "sovereignty"haveall sufferedWillVoidable politicalquali­
fication. Onlylawyers,andeventhenonlynaivelawyers,continl¢to tretutheseprinciples
as theoreticalabsolutes.) There is 110 reason why consuunionalism mustbe treated as
1111Jsolutely impregnableiii this~eofpoliticalllmitsuons.Military men,1\ikealR politicizelll
~i&izensi~a~odem~lily.may!lavetohelp.si~te~eappropria~~lIlIcebetweenm~l~llIlry
mtervenuon,fmpnlsivelydefined,andCOIIStltutlOnahstsupport.ng)!dlyundel'StOOli. MiliiaEy
polilicizationcouldbecompatiblewitll,pcrhapsevenarequisiteQfenduring.constitutRolll­
Iilist,civiUianregimes.
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