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Looking at an Atlas, New Zealand is a slender slanted outline closed to
bottom of the world. It appears small and isolated in the vast Pacific Oce
astride between the equator and the south pole, yet it is about the same si
as Italy, but 3.2 million hectares smaller thanthe Philippines (NZ 26.8 milli
hectares, RP 30, million hectares).

POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY OF NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand is a self-governing state, a member of the

Queen Elizabeth is represented by a Governor Parr
has 87 elected bYthe party system. It is composed of 83 Euro

and



lGUCONFERENCE IN NEW ZEALAND

In the International Geographical- Congress, there are four years of prepara
tion because decisions as to the next congress .site and assembly Isdeefded
during the assembly. The Regional Conference has two years preparation be
cause the same is also decided during the congress and assembly. All member
countries with official delegates. vote in the assembly and can also propose
to host the Congress or the Regional Conference. Since New Zealand hosted
last year in the Pacific Area, it will lake a couple of years before a conference
can be held again in the Pacific Region. So the next chance for the Philip
pines to host will be the !GU Congress which will be the 24th Congress in
1980.

The conference was held at the Massey University Campus about 2 1/2
away of PalmerstonNorth town. Since December is summer vaca
the students are away and the hostels were available to the delegates.

The hostels are so constructed to conform with the rural scenery and
The buildings are group of six called court, a building of three
six rooms a floor, one room for one student.

I was assigned to the Rotary Court and occupied the ground floor. It
that the building is so. design id to program the students to be self

Each. floor is provided with both toilet and washing tube to wash
At the corridor is an ironing board and electric iron to press the
We did our washing during the seven days we were there.

Conference Sessions

There were 5 major sections of the conference, namely:
a. Social Problems
b. Natural environment, human impact and perception
c. Land resources and economic development
d. and village

and task of geography

were 173 abstracts of papers the time of the confer-
were a number of that interested me, some of
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(4) The Great outdoor is the laboratory of Geography

Tours sho
and feel

of human habitat, namely - hydrosphe
lithosphere and the biosphere. To study urban or rural settlem
and plan for the development nothing more is appropriate for any pl
ner than to be knowledgeable of the various geographic realiti
My attendance to this. Regional Conference was. very fruitful,

b. We in the NCGShope that in the forthcoming 23rdIGU Congress
Moscow in August 1976. the Philippines should send more than
delegate to represent the courtry. Wich the permission of the NS
and the Department of Tourism we can bid to host for the
gional Conference in 1978 or the 24th Congress in 1980;
dicated that the 23rd IGU Congress in Moscow in August 1976
have an estimated 5,000 delegates and participants.

--000---

NSDB TECHNOLOGY JOURNAL, VOLUME I, NO.1, JANUARY·MAR
1976 - a quarterly organ for Philippine Technological Researchers has just co
out of the press.

It is published quarterly for NSDB organic and attached agencies includi
NSDB Assisted-Projects with office at FORPRIDECOM, College, Lagu
3720, Philippines.

Annual subscription is 1"20.00 in the Philippines, 1"5.00 single copy. F
eign rate is US$15.00 a year, postage included.

This is IT, the Scientific and Technological Community has been wai .
for a long time. 1976 must be the year for Science and Technology.
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