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A 12-year-old boy describes "mixed emotions." It is like hearing
the morning siren telling you that school is closed because of a blizzard
..- and yeu are in bed with a flu.

I feel that I have "mixed emotions" about food and population. It
is just like mixed pickles. You cannot discuss food without. involving
population or discuss population without involving food.

If man must be concerned with food and population or with popu­
lation and food for the next century, there should be a new direction in
meeting the problems of overpopulation and the production of
food to feed the teeming billions of human beings of planet earth. Vested
interests together with physical scientists and economists on one hand
and agricultural scientists and research biologists on the other should
sit together and agree on how many people and how much food there
should be from year to year in planet earth. Then the United Nations
provide the necessary incentives and mechanisms for the implementation
of the program.

We in this assembly should, likewise, think hard and be rational in
meeting the same problems for the Republic of the Philippines. The
agricultural scientists, economists,and research biologists and that new
group of people called demographers should present a proposal leading
to the establishment of a research institution called Food and Popu'ation
Research Institute under the National Science Development Board.

POPULATION

Present Status of World Population. - As of December, 1968, each
day there were 191,000 more people to feed. This growth is a little more
than 2 births per second. According to reports of the Population Reference
Bureau, each day sees an average of 324,000 births and 133,000 deaths
(324,000 -- 133,000 = 191,000). Malnutrition is responsible for about
10,000 of these deaths. At the current rate of growth the world popu­
lation should exceed 3,500,000,000 by January 1, 1969. It should double
in the next 31 years. This means 7 billion people by the year 2000.
This should make things real chummy, shouldn't it?(1).

the NSTW Symposium on Food, Population, and Science on July 14, 1969.

Philippine Geographical .Soclety and Professorial lecturer, Economic: Geography; Phil­
University.
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countries, Such growth rate serve not only to distinguish the under­
developed countries from the developed ones but they are commonly be­
lieved to be one of the basic causes of the growing economic gap between
the two parts of the world.

Philippine Population Outruns Wealth; - The Republic of the Phil­
ippines with estimated population of 35 million people has an annual
increase of about 1.2 million people. This averages about 3.4 percent.
Considered the highest in Southeast Asia it is second only to Costa Rica's
record of 4.3 percent, (12) in 19&7.

The report of Robert H. Nooter, Acting AID Assistant Administra­
tor for East Asia said that the benefits of economic growth in the Philip­
pines have been greatly reduced by one of the world's highest rate of
population increase. A wide gap between the rich and the poor tends
to diminish the favorable impact of economic growth on the bulk of Phil­
ippine population. It was noted that the Philippines has the advantage
of rich natural resources, favorable climate and largerly literate popula­
tion with an economic growth at 6 percent in recent years(4).

However, in the Sunday Times Editorial, June 8, 1969, it was indi­
cated that the government is indecisive on population issue. It seems
that no one has seriously challenged the conclusion that, given this rate
of growth, population here will double within the short span of 23 years.
Nor has there been any question that the addition of 1.2 million Fili­
pinos every year will impose tremendous strains on the economic and
social fa:brics of the country (5).

FOOD

A very disturbing paradox of this age is hunger in many countries
and burdensome food surpluses in others. This is not an easy problem
to Rolve as is often suggested by bringing surpluses in others to deficit
areas, altho this is no doubt part of the solution. The whole problem is
complex; it involves land resource productivity, modern agricultural
technology, population trends, economic development, cold war strategy
and many other related factors,

The United States Department of Agriculture has indicated the
sharpness of the contrasts between the food - deficit and food - surplus
countries. It showed that the diets were nutritionally inadequate in
most of 70 less developed countries in tropical and semi - tropical southern
area including Latin America, Africa, West Asia, the Far East, and Com­
munist Asia which now contain more than 2.208 billion people. The
diets of about 1.2 billion people in the 30 industrialized nations in the
temperate northern area are nutritionally adequate. Because they can
readily produce food or things they can trade for food, these countries
are assured an adequate food supply for the foreseable future (6).
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The relationship between fertilizers and food are as follows: 011e ton
cf plant nutrient will produce about 10 tons of cereals, 36 million calories
enough to provide 2400 calories to 40 people a year. A fertilizer plant
producing 1000 tons of nutrient per day would therefore provide 2400
calories per capita for about 15 million people for a year. This geogra­
phic relationship should be considered by the Republic of the Philippines
in its food and population problems.

GEOGRAPHIC RELATIONSHIP OF FOOD AND POPULATION



JULy-AUGUST-SEPTEMBER,1969

TABLE I. INDICATING STERILITY AND OFFSPRING BY DOSES.

Pro.ein/Percent
of its total

calorie
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rations does not reach 5 percent of the total food consumed. On the
other hand the lowest birth rates exist among the peoples of Western
Europe, United States, Australia, and New Zealand where proportion of
foods of animal origin in the ration reaches, respectively, 17 percent in
Western Europe; 25 percent in United states; and 30 percent in
Australia and New Zealand.

Men of science can work only if they are paid. They eat, dress, and
have families like common mortals. It so happens that these scientists
get on a payroll only when their labor are of interest to somebody. whe­
ther it be an individual, an industry or a government.
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